Emerging trends in the management of neuropathic pain.
Despite significant improvements in our ability to treat neuropathic pain, we are far from the situation of being able to guarantee pain relief. The next few years promise to see the introduction of novel pharmacologic entities that show potential in the field of neuropathic pain treatment. Allied to this will be the realization that some drugs originally released for nonpain indications in fact have an analgesic effect in neuropathic pain. Our treatment armamentarium will be further enhanced by the release of currently available agents with proven efficacy but in new formulations. However, not every product of our improved knowledge will manifest as a new drug treatment for neuropathic pain. Despite evidence of efficacy, some drugs will fail to reach commercialization due to the lack of investment in their clinical development.